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Power and Contestation-Nivedita Menon 2013-07-04 1989 marks the unraveling of India's 'Nehruvian
Consensus' around the idea of a modern, secular nation with a self-reliant economy. Caste and religion
have come to play major roles in national politics. Global economic integration has led to conflict between
the state and dispossessed people, but processes of globalization have also enabled new spaces for
political assertion, such as around sexuality. Older challenges to the idea of India continue from
movements in Kashmir and the North-East, while Maoist insurgency has deepened its bases. In a world of
American Empire, India as a nuclear power has abandoned non-alignment, a shift that is contested by
voices within. Power and Contestation shows that the turbulence and turmoil of this period are signs of
India's continued vibrancy and democracy. The book is an ideal introduction to the complex internal
histories and external power relations of a major global player for the new century.
Desire Named Development-Aditya Nigam 2011 The predatory neo-liberal capitalism that has become the
norm in India over the last two decades raises many uncomfortable questions. Today, consumption defines
what we are. And with the western capitalist model reigning supreme, all of us seem to have been reduced
to being just consumers in the eyes of the government. The effect on India’s peasantry has been
tremendous. The recent tragic stories played out in Kalinganagar, Singur and Nandigram show how many
farmers suddenly find themselves up against the might of the state. The ‘theft’ of agricultural land from
poor farmers in the name of progress has become routine. Meanwhile, private corporations continue to
ravage the country’s natural resources without any protest from the administration. In Desire Named
Development, Aditya Nigam makes the case for dismantling some cherished beliefs and for restructuring
the economy and our cities in particular ways. A substantial change in government policies and individual
consumption habits can still make another world possible for India’s future. Does the economy exist for
the sake of the consumer or does the consumer exist for the sake of the economy? Do we drive the
automobile or does the automobile drive us? A provocative, elegantly argued book critiquing India's
consumer-driven ecoomic policy
Seeing Like a Feminist-Nivedita Menon 2012-12-01 THE WORLD THROUGH A FEMINIST LENS For
Nivedita Menon, feminism is not about a moment of final triumph over patriarchy but about the gradual
transformation of the social field so decisively that old markers shift forever. From sexual harassment
charges against international figures to the challenge that caste politics poses to feminism, from the ban
on the veil in France to the attempt to impose skirts on international women badminton players, from
queer politics to domestic servants’ unions to the Pink Chaddi campaign, Menon deftly illustrates how
feminism complicates the field irrevocably. Incisive, eclectic and politically engaged, Seeing like a
Feminist is a bold and wide-ranging book that reorders contemporary society.
Transnational Torture-Jinee Lokaneeta 2011-08-29 Evidence of torture at Abu Ghraib prison in Iraq and
harsh interrogation techniques at Guantánamo Bay beg the question: has the “war on terror” forced
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liberal democracies to rethink their policies and laws against torture? Transnational Torture focuses on
the legal and political discourses on torture in India and the United States—two common-law based
constitutional democracies—to theorize the relationship between law, violence, and state power in liberal
democracies. Analyzing about one hundred landmark Supreme Court cases on torture in India and the
United States, memos and popular imagery of torture, Jinee Lokaneeta compellingly demonstrates that
even before recent debates on the use of torture in the war on terror, the laws of interrogation were much
more ambivalent about the infliction of excess pain and suffering than most political and legal theorists
have acknowledged. Rather than viewing the recent policies on interrogation as anomalous or exceptional,
Lokaneeta effectively argues that efforts to accommodate excess violence—a constantly negotiated
process—are long standing features of routine interrogations in both the United States and India,
concluding that the infliction of excess violence is more central to democratic governance than is
acknowledged in western jurisprudence.
Gender, Power and Knowledge for Development-Lata Narayanaswamy 2016-12-08 Knowledge-fordevelopment is under-theorised and under-researched within development studies, but as a set of policy
objectives it is thriving within development practice. Donors and other agencies are striving to improve
the flow of information within and between decision-makers and so-called ‘poor and marginalized groups’
in order to promote economic and social development, including the empowerment of women. Gender,
Power and Knowledge for Development questions the assumptions and practice of the knowledge-fordevelopment industry. Using a qualitative, multi-site ethnographical study of a Northern-based gender
information service and its ‘beneficiaries’ in India, the book queries the utility of the knowledge paradigm
itself and the underlying assumption that a knowledge deficit exists in the Global South. It questions the
value of practices designed to address this presumed deficit that seek to increase information without
addressing the specific problems of the knowledge systems being targeted for support. After reviewing the
evidence, the book recommends that international organisations, governments and practitioners move
away from the belief that information intermediaries can employ progressive correctives to ‘tinker at the
edges’ and thus resolve the shortcomings of on-going attempts to use knowledge alone as a driver of
development. Gender, Power and Knowledge for Development will be of great interest to researchers,
students in development studies, gender studies, and communication studies as well as INGOs, donor
agencies and groups engaged in information for development (i4D), ICT for development (ICT4D),
Tech4Dev, knowledge mobilization and knowledge-for-development (K4D).
Communism in India-Bidyut Chakrabarty 2014-09-23 In Communism in India, Bidyut Chakrabarty-an
expert on contemporary Indian political economy and social movements-presents a sweeping analysis of
the changing nature of communist ideology over the past century in India. The history and development of
India's left movements are unique in that the country is home to two coexisting strands of modern
communism. The first of these is the parliamentary Communist Party of India, which constituted the first
democratically-elected Marxist government in the country. The parliamentary left subscribes to a socialdemocratic philosophy, turning to the traditional democratic institutions of governance in their quest to
fulfill the Marxist-Leninist goal of establishing a classless society. The second, oppositional, strand is the
revolutionary Maoist movement. This branch rejects parliamentary democracy as a means to altering
class-relations, as they see the government as an elite organization dedicated to the status quo and ageold system of class exploitation. Drawing on ethnographic field work conducted in Orissa, Chhattisgarh
and West Bengal, Chakrabarty provides a contextual account of the rise, consolidation, and decline of
these two types of left radicalism. He looks at how it is that left ideology has coexisted with free-marketoriented economic policies, as well as the contexts in which more militant strands have taken root,
particularly among the young in poorer districts.
Electrifying India-Sunila S. Kale 2014-04-09 Throughout the 20th century, electricity was considered to be
the primary vehicle of modernity, as well as its quintessential symbol. In India, electrification was central
to how early nationalists and planners conceptualized Indian development, and huge sums were spent on
the project from then until now. Yet despite all this, sixty-five years after independence nearly 400 million
Indians have no access to electricity. Electrifying India explores the political and historical puzzle of
uneven development in India's vital electricity sector. In some states, nearly all citizens have access to
electricity, while in others fewer than half of households have reliable electricity. To help explain this
variation, this book offers both a regional and a historical perspective on the politics of electrification of
India as it unfolded in New Delhi and three Indian states: Maharashtra, Odisha, and Andhra Pradesh. In
those parts of the countryside that were successfully electrified in the decades after independence, the
gains were due to neither nationalist idealism nor merely technocratic plans, but rather to the rising
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political influence and pressure of rural constituencies. In looking at variation in how public utilities
expanded over a long period of time, this book argues that the earlier period of an advancing state
apparatus from the 1950s to the 1980s conditioned in important ways the manner of the state's retreat
during market reforms from the 1990s onward.
ASEAN and Power in International Relations-Jamie D. Stacey 2020-09-14 This book analyses the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) as a powerful actor in International Relations by
examining how the ASEAN community has evolved, looking specifically at its relationship with the EU with
regards to human rights. The book adds to important contemporary debates within constructivist theory,
shedding light on the need for ‘critical’ constructivism that emphasises language and contestation and
what that may entail. On an empirical level, it challenges the idea of an 'EU-centrism,' demonstrating how
ASEAN is the major driving force behind its human rights and community aspirations, as well as within
the ASEAN-EU relationship. Furthermore, this book engages with the introspection surrounding
constructivism by addressing the trouble with 'norms,' and instead unpacking the relationship between
ASEAN and the EU to show language power in play. In particular, the book looks at how language, or
rather coercive language, helps us ‘see’ contestation in action, something that researchers sympathetic
towards the idea of ASEAN’s ‘resistance’ have been unable to show through a focus on norms. Tracing the
evolution of the ASEAN community and human rights aspirations in a new light, showing how exactly the
EU remains an inspiration, but not a model, and more interestingly how ASEAN demonstrates power in
the relationship, the book will be of interest to academics working on Asian Studies, European Studies,
International Relations Theory and human rights.
India’s Foreign Policy Discourse and its Conceptions of World Order-Thorsten Wojczewski 2018-06-27
Given India’s growing power and aspirations in world politics, there has been increasing interest among
practitioners and scholars of international relations (IR) in how India views the world. This book offers the
first systematic investigation of the world order models in India’s foreign policy discourse. By examining
how the signifier ‘world order’ is endowed with meaning in the discourse, it moves beyond Westerncentric IR and sheds light on how a state located outside the Western ‘core’ conceptualizes world order.
Drawing on poststructuralism and discourse theory, the book proposes a novel analytical framework for
studying foreign policy discourses and understanding the changes and continuities in India’s post-cold war
foreign policy. It shows that foreign policy and world order have been crucial sites for the (re)production
of India’s identity by drawing a political frontier between the Self and a set of Others and placing India
into a system of differences that constitutes ‘what India is’. This text will be of key interest to scholars and
students of Indian foreign policy, foreign policy analysis, South Asian studies, IR and IR theory,
international political thought and global order studies.
Gender and Politics in India-Nivedita Menon 2001 This volume presents a view of feminist theory and
politics in India in the form of debates within the movement on key issues. The essays focus on important
strands and arguments within Indian feminism, providing for an inclusion of disparate voices without
privileging any one over the other.
Decolonizing Anarchism-Maia Ramnath 2012-01-01 Decolonizing Anarchism examines the history of South
Asian struggles against colonialism and neocolonialism, highlighting lesser-known dissidents as well as
iconic figures. What emerges is an alternate narrative of decolonization, in which liberation is not defined
by the achievement of a nation-state. Author Maia Ramnath suggests that the anarchist vision of an
alternate society closely echoes the concept of total decolonization on the political, economic, social,
cultural, and psychological planes. Decolonizing Anarchism facilitates more than a reinterpretation of the
history of anticolonialism; it also supplies insight into the meaning of anarchism itself. Praise for
Decolonizing Anarchism: “Maia Ramnath offers a refreshingly different perspective on anticolonial
movements in India, not only by focusing on little-remembered anarchist exiles such as Har Dayal, Mukerji
and Acharya but more important, highlighting the persistent trend that sought to strengthen autonomous
local communities against the modern nation-state. A superbly original book.”—Partha Chatterjee, author
of Lineages of Political Society: Studies in Post-colonial Democracy “[Ramnath] audaciously reframes the
dominant narrative of Indian radicalism by detailing its explosive and ongoing symbiosis with decolonial
anarchism.”—Dylan Rodríguez, author of Suspended Apocalypse: White Supremacy, Genocide, and the
Filipino Condition
Making India Great: The Promise of a Reluctant Global Power-Aparna Pande 2020-08-13 India will be the
world's most populous country by 2024 and its third largest economy by 2028. But the size of our
population and a sense of historical greatness alone are insufficient to guarantee we will fulfil our
ambition to become a global power. Our approach to realize this vision needs more than just planning for
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economic growth. It requires a shift in attitudes. In Making India Great, Aparna Pande examines the
challenges we face in the areas of social, economic, military and foreign policy and strategy. She points to
the dichotomy that lies at the heart of the nation: our belief in becoming a global power and the
reluctance to implement policies and take actions that would help us achieve that goal. The New India
holds all the promise of greatness many of its citizens dream of. Can it become a reality? The book delves
into this question.
Caste and Gender in Contemporary India-Supurna Banerjee 2018-09-17 This book explores the
intersectional aspects of caste and gender in India that contribute to the multiple marginalities and
oppressions of lower castes, with particular reference to Dalits, Muslims and women. It moves beyond the
conventional accounts of experiences of women in unequal social and political relationships to examine
how caste as a system and ideology shapes hegemonic masculinity and feminization of work, and thus
contributes to the violence against women. The volume looks at their everyday lived realities within and
across diverse social and political contexts — families, education systems, labour, communities, political
parties, power, social organisations, the politics of representation and the writing of the subaltern women.
With a range of empirical work, it brings forth the complexities of identity politics and further analyses its
limits in regional and historical frameworks. This book will be of interest to students, scholars and
specialists in caste and gender studies, exclusion and discrimination studies, sociology and social
anthropology, history and political science. It will also be useful to Dalit writers and people working in the
development sector in India.
Regional Powers and Contested Leadership-Hannes Ebert 2018-03-19 When do rising powers fail to
establish legitimate regional leadership and instead face contestation by their regional challengers? This
book investigates how and why the BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South Africa) project
leadership in South America, post-Soviet Eurasia, South and Southeast Asia, and sub-Saharan Africa,
respectively, and in what ways their main regional challengers respond. Based on a systematic
conceptualization of the types and drivers of leadership and contestation, the authors assess the impact of
the rise of regional powers on weaker states’ security, sovereignty, and status, as well as the
consequences of contestation for regional economic development and stability and the regional powers’
bid for greater voice in global governance. By illuminating the sources and effects of power politics in five
regions that are increasingly pivotal for the emerging world order, the volume offers a global comparative
analysis of contemporary regional contested leadership that will interest scholars and students of
international affairs, foreign policy, and area studies.
Intersexions-Gillian Bottomley 2020-07-29 Do writings about ethnicity, class and gender form a 'holy
trinity' or challenge previous unidimensional analyses? Intersexions accepts the triple perspective but
goes further. One aim is to understand the processes by which relations of power are maintained,
reproduced and resisted. Intersexions also examines modes of representation: within social theory,
feminism, development theory and discussions of capitalism and postcolonialism, as well as dominant
ideological notions of caste, domesticity and 'success'. The writers' approaches are all critical but
concerned also with providing alternatives. Comparative and specific analyses are combined, attention is
paid to the written and spoken material of the people 'represented' and their own positions as
commentators examined. Topics range from discussions of family ideology and paid and domestic work, to
analyses of writings by Aboriginals, Vanuatuans and second generation Greek Australians and critiques of
the cultural construction of gender and ethnicity in Bangladesh, India and Indonesia. Themes recur and
overlap. Unitary categories are questioned and the processes by which relations described as 'class',
'ethnic', 'cultural' and 'gender' intersect and interact are demonstrated.
Desire Named Development-Aditya Nigam 2011-06-09 The predatory neo-liberal capitalism that has
become the norm in India over the last two decades raises many uncomfortable questions. Today,
consumption defines what we are. And with the western capitalist model reigning supreme, all of us seem
to have been reduced to being just consumers in the eyes of the government. The effect on India's
peasantry has been tremendous. The recent tragic stories played out in Kalinganagar, Singur and
Nandigram show how many farmers suddenly find themselves up against the might of the state. The 'theft'
of agricultural land from poor farmers in the name of progress has become routine. Meanwhile, private
corporations continue to ravage the country's natural resources without any protest from the
administration. In Desire Named Develoent, Aditya Nigam makes the case for dismantling some cherished
beliefs and for restructuring the economy and our cities in particular ways. A substantial change in
government policies and individual consumption habits can still make another world possible for India's
future.
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India's Naval Strategy and Asian Security-Anit Mukherjee 2015-11-19 This book examines India’s naval
strategy within the context of Asian regional security. Amidst the intensifying geopolitical contestation in
the waters of Asia, this book investigates the growing strategic salience of the Indian Navy. Delhi’s
expanding economic and military strength has generated a widespread debate on India’s prospects for
shaping the balance of power in Asia. This volume provides much needed texture to the abstract debate on
India’s rise by focusing on the changing nature of India’s maritime orientation, the recent evolution of its
naval strategy, and its emerging defence diplomacy. In tracing the drift of the Navy from the margins of
Delhi’s national security consciousness to a central position, analysing the tension between its maritime
possibilities and the continentalist mind set, and in examining the gap between the growing external
demands for its security contributions and internal ambivalence, this volume offers rare insights into
India’s strategic direction at a critical moment in the nation’s evolution. By examining the internal and
external dimensions of the Indian naval future, both of which are in dynamic flux, the essays here help a
deeper understanding of India’s changing international possibilities and its impact on Asian and global
security. This book will be of much interest to students of naval strategy, Asian politics, security studies
and IR, in general.
Shaping Policy in India-Rajesh Chakrabarti 2017-08-09 How effective is the Indian polity in making laws
and policies to address changing ground realities? How do its gears work? Which stakeholder groups are
more successful in bringing about policy change, through what methods, and in what contexts? Seeking to
answer these questions, Shaping Policy in India takes a close look at nine landmark Indian laws and
legislative attempts to reveal the sociopolitical process of policy formulation in the world’s largest
democracy. Offering in-depth accounts of the evolution of these nine major legislations, this book
interrogates the suitability of existing political theories to explain the policy development process in an
emerging economy like India. It covers recent events in the 1999–2014 period that have underlined the
role of non-government players in law-making in India, as well as long-standing movements like right to
information, right to education, and food security. Case studies have been used to assess the complexity
against the relief of existing political theories, invariably developed in the West and to identify gaps in
current political theory in understanding the nature of issue-based political movements, advocacy, and
activism. The book then takes a few initial steps towards suggesting a paradigm based on complexity
theory that may better serve to illuminate this critical part of the political process.
Democracy, Participation and Contestation-Emmanuelle Avril 2014-08-07 The establishment of democracy
on both sides of the Atlantic has not been a smooth evolution towards an idealized presumed endpoint. Far
from it, democratization has been marked by setbacks and victories, a process often referred to as
‘contested democracy’. In view of recent mobilizations such as the Arab Spring and the Occupy movement,
in which new technologies have played a key role, there is a need for a renewed analysis of the long-term
evolution of US and UK political systems. Using new areas of research, this book argues that the ideals
and the practices of Anglo-American democracy can be best understood by studying diverse forms of
participation, which go beyond classical expressions of contestation and dissent such as voting. The
authors analyze political parties, social movements, communications and social media, governance,
cultural diversity, identity politics, public-private actors and social cohesion to illustrate how the structure
and context of popular participation play a significant role in whether, and when, citizens ́ efforts have any
meaningful impact on those who exercise political power. In doing so, the authors take crucial steps
towards understanding how a vigorous public sphere and popular sovereignty can be made to work in
today’s global environment. This book will be of interest to students and scholars of political science,
British and US history, democracy, political participation, governance, social movements and politics.
Recovering Subversion-Nivedita Menon 2004 This Book Is About The Relation Between Law And Feminist
Politics. The Area It Traverses Ranges From Feminist Initiatives On Sexual Harassment To The Parity
Movement In France.
The China-India Rivalry in the Globalization Era-T.V. Paul 2018-09-03 As the aspirations of the two rising
Asian powers collide, the China-India rivalry is likely to shape twenty-first-century international politics in
the region and far beyond. This volume by T.V. Paul and an international group of leading scholars
examines whether the rivalry between the two countries that began in the 1950s will intensify or dissipate
in the twenty-first century. The China-India relationship is important to analyze because past experience
has shown that when two rising great powers share a border, the relationship is volatile and potentially
dangerous. India and China’s relationship faces a number of challenges, including multiple border
disputes that periodically flare up, division over the status of Tibet and the Dalai Lama, the strategic
challenge to India posed by China's close relationship with Pakistan, the Chinese navy's greater presence
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in the Indian Ocean, and the two states’ competition for natural resources. Despite these irritants,
however, both countries agree on issues such as global financial reforms and climate change and have
much to gain from increasing trade and investment, so there are reasons for optimism as well as
pessimism. The contributors to this volume answer the following questions: What explains the peculiar
contours of this rivalry? What influence does accelerated globalization, especially increased trade and
investment, have on this rivalry? What impact do US-China competition and China’s expanding navy have
on this rivalry? Under what conditions will it escalate or end? The China-India Rivalry in the Globalization
Era will be of great interest to students, scholars, and policymakers concerned with Indian and Chinese
foreign policy and Asian security.
Caste, Culture and Hegemony-Sekhar Bandyopadhyay 2004-07-01 It is widely believed that, because of its
exceptional social development, the caste system in colonial Bengal differed considerably from the rest of
India. Through a study of the complex interplay between caste, culture and power, this book convincingly
demonstrates that Bengali Hindu society preserved the essentials of caste discrimination in colonial times,
even while giving the outward appearance of having changed. Using empirical data combined with an
impressive array of secondary sources, Dr Bandyopadhyay delineates the manner in which Hindu caste
society maintained its cultural hegemony and structural cohesion. Starting with an examination of the
relationship between caste and power, the book examines early cultural encounters between `high`
Brahmanical tradition and the more egalitarian `popular` religious cults of the lower castes. It moves on
to take a close look at the relationship between caste and gender showing the reasons why the reform
movement for widow remarriage failed. It ends with an examination of the Hindu `partition` campaign,
which appropriated dalit autonomous politics and made Hinduism the foundation of an emergent Indian
national identity. Sekhar Bandyopadhyay breaks with many of the assumptions of two important schools of
thought—the Dumontian and the subaltern—and takes instead a more nuanced approach to show how
high caste hegemony has been able to perpetuate itself. He thus takes up issues which go to the heart of
contemporary problems in India`s social and political fabric.
Geo-economics and Power Politics in the 21st Century-Mikael Wigell 2018-07-06 Starting from the key
concept of geo-economics, this book investigates the new power politics and argues that the changing
structural features of the contemporary international system are recasting the strategic imperatives of
foreign policy practice. States increasingly practice power politics by economic means. Whether it is about
Iran’s nuclear programme or Russia’s annexation of Crimea, Western states prefer economic sanctions to
military force. Most rising powers have also become cunning agents of economic statecraft. China, for
instance, is using finance, investment and trade as means to gain strategic influence and embed its global
rise. Yet the way states use economic power to pursue strategic aims remains an understudied topic in
International Political Economy and International Relations. The contributions to this volume assess geoeconomics as a form of power politics. They show how power and security are no longer simply coupled to
the physical control of territory by military means, but also to commanding and manipulating the
economic binds that are decisive in today’s globalised and highly interconnected world. Indeed, as the
volume shows, the ability to wield economic power forms an essential means in the foreign policies of
major powers. In so doing, the book challenges simplistic accounts of a return to traditional, militarydriven geopolitics, while not succumbing to any unfounded idealism based on the supposedly stabilising
effects of interdependence on international relations. As such, it advances our understanding of geoeconomics as a strategic practice and as an innovative and timely analytical approach. This book will be of
much interest to students of security studies, international political economy, foreign policy and
International Relations in general.
Practicing Caste-Aniket Jaaware 2018-12-04 Practicing Caste attempts a fundamental break from the
tradition of caste studies, showing the limits of the historical, sociological, political, and moral categories
through which it has usually been discussed. Engaging with the resources phenomenology, structuralism,
and poststructuralism offer to our thinking of the body, Jaaware helps to illuminate the ethical relations
that caste entails, especially around its injunctions concerning touching. The resulting insights offer new
ways of thinking about sociality that are pertinent not only to India but also to thinking the common on a
planetary basis.
Empire and Nation-Partha Chatterjee 2010-05-10 Partha Chatterjee is one of the world's greatest living
theorists on the political, cultural, and intellectual history of nationalism. Beginning in the 1980s, his
work, particularly within the context of India, has served as the foundation for subaltern studies, an area
of scholarship he continues to develop. In this collection, English-speaking readers are finally able to
experience the breadth and substance of Chatterjee's wide-ranging thought. His provocative essays
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examine the phenomenon of postcolonial democracy and establish the parameters for research in
subaltern politics. They include an early engagement with agrarian politics and Chatterjee's brilliant book
reviews and journalism. Selections include one never-before-published essay, "A Tribute to the Master,"
which considers through a mock retelling of an episode from the classic Sanskrit epic, The Mahabharata, a
deep dilemma in the study of postcolonial history, and several Bengali essays, now translated into English
for the first time. An introduction by Nivedita Menon adds necessary context and depth, critiquing
Chatterjee's ideas and their influence on contemporary political thought.
Terrains of Resistance-Paul Routledge 1993 Two Indian grassroots movements resisting the government's
development programs--a missile base and a deforestation project--demonstrate the place-specific nature
such nonviolent movements entail.
Land Rights in India-Varsha Bhagat-Ganguly 2015-12-14 This volume engages with the topical issue of
land rights in neoliberal India. It examines government policies, laws, land governance and land reforms
from the perspective of social justice and people’s response to dispossession of land. Looking beyond the
dominant discourse of land acquisition and the conception of land as a commodity for economic growth,
the book explores critical themes including issues of social identity, culture, livelihood and food security
through a study of land reform; reviews existing land policies and legal dimensions; and discusses issues
and challenges of land governance and land dependents as well as perspectives from people’s movements.
Lucidly written, based on empirical research, and comprehensive in its treatment of a contentious
concern, this volume will be useful to scholars and researchers of economics and public policy,
development studies, political science, and political economy. It will also interest scholars of South Asian
studies and sociology.
States in the Developing World-Miguel A. Centeno 2017-02-28 What should states in the developing world
do and how should they do it? How have states in the developing world addressed the challenges of
promoting development, order, and inclusion? States in the developing world are supposed to build
economies, control violence, and include the population. How they do so depends on historical origins and
context as well as policy decisions. This volume presents a comprehensive theory of state capacity, what it
consists of, and how it may be measured. With historical empirical illustrations it suggests that historical
origins and political decisions help drive the capacity of states to meet their goals.
Sustainable Urbanization in India-Jenia Mukherjee 2017-10-06 This comprehensive volume contributes to
the existing and emerging body of literature on contemporary urbanization and the interactions between
cities and the environment. The volume is contextualized against latest theories, debates and discussions
on 'sustainable urbanization', the post‐2015 development agenda of the United Nations and India's official
launching of the 'smart city' agenda. Reflecting on three major components of urban sustainability:
investments and infrastructures, waste management, and urban ecologies and environmentalisms, it
moves beyond the bi‐centric approach of only looking into the differences between the ‘developed’ and the
‘developing’ world and reflects on cities across India using polycentric methods and approaches. The
Indian urban scenario is extremely complex and diverse, and solutions laid out in official and non‐official
documents tend to miss these complexities. This volume includes innovative research across different
parts of India, identifying city‐specific sources of unsustainability and challenges along with strategies and
potentials that would make the process of urban transition both sustainable and equitable. Complex
explorations of non‐linear, bottom‐up, multisectoral process‐based local urban contexts across north,
south, east and west Indian cities in this volume critique a general acceptance of the universalized
concept of ‘sustainable urbanization’ and suggest ways that might be important for transcending inclusive
theories to form practical policy-based recommendations and actions.
Theorizing Cohesive Development-Sunil Ray 2020-05-07 This volume proposes an alternative development
paradigm to the existing capitalist extant one, and studies how it is distinctly different from the older
system. Rooted in the principles of solidarity between humans, as well as between humans and nature,
this alternative paradigm replaces the methodological individualism of capitalism by ‘reciprocal altruism’,
a new logic of capital, to give pace and direction to the development process. The essays in this volume
highlight instances of various forms of solidarity that have emerged in the contemporary world—such as
resistance movements of informal workers, the formation of an autonomous cooperative of self-employed
waste pickers in India, called SWaCH, and Brazil and Cuba’s experiments with Social and Solidarity
Economy (SSE)—to achieve long sustaining cohesive development. They also provide recommendations as
to how the State can mold its development process to the benefit of marginalized communities, especially
in India and Bangladesh. Featuring insights from leading experts in the field, Theorizing Cohesive
Development will be an indispensable read for students and researchers of development studies,
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economics, political economy, political science and sociology, minority studies and Asian studies.
Developmentalism as Strategy-Rakhee Bhattacharya 2019-06-03 Developmentalism as Strategy:
Interrogating Post-colonial Narratives on India’s North East critically examines the post-colonial
developmental trajectory of the Indian State at its northeastern periphery. Due to its unique historical
geography, India’s North East has been systematically marginalized and was imagined as
‘underdeveloped’. The dominant narrative of India’s economic nationalism has largely acted as a strategy
within the North East in the context of resource appropriation and national security, and producing new
arrangements of knowledge, power and practices. Adopting a methodological approach of
interdisciplinarity, this book attempts to understand the exceptions to India’s dominant development
policy as applied in the North East. In the changing dynamics of political economy of development in the
region, the book further examines the subsequent transformation of the narrative of the North East from a
‘geographic marginality’ to a ‘natural gateway’, and explores the alternative to such mainstream
development approach by raising debates in India’s North East.
The Politics of the Governed-Partha Chatterjee 2004-03-10 Often dismissed as the rumblings of "the
street," popular politics is where political modernity is being formed today, according to Partha
Chatterjee. The rise of mass politics all over the world in the twentieth century led to the development of
new techniques of governing population groups. On the one hand, the idea of popular sovereignty has
gained wide acceptance. On the other hand, the proliferation of security and welfare technologies has
created modern governmental bodies that administer populations, but do not provide citizens with an
arena for democratic deliberation. Under these conditions, democracy is no longer government of, by, and
for the people. Rather, it has become a world of power whose startling dimensions and unwritten rules of
engagement Chatterjee provocatively lays bare. This book argues that the rise of ethnic or identity
politics—particularly in the postcolonial world—is a consequence of new techniques of governmental
administration. Using contemporary examples from India, the book examines the different forms taken by
the politics of the governed. Many of these operate outside of the traditionally defined arena of civil
society and the formal legal institutions of the state. This book considers the global conditions within
which such local forms of popular politics have appeared and shows us how both community and global
society have been transformed. Chatterjee's analysis explores the strategic as well as the ethical
dimensions of the new democratic politics of rights, claims, and entitlements of population groups and
permits a new understanding of the dynamics of world politics both before and after the events of
September 11, 2001. The Politics of the Governed consists of three essays, originally given as the Leonard
Hastings Schoff Lectures at Columbia University in November 2001, and four additional essays that
complement and extend the analyses presented there. By combining these essays between the covers of a
single volume, Chatterjee has given us a major and urgent work that provides a full perspective on the
possibilities and limits of democracy in the postcolonial world.
Power, Procedure, Participation and Legitimacy in Global Sustainability Norms-Karin Buhmann
2017-08-02 Globalisation of the market, law and politics contributes to a diversity of transnational
sustainability problems whose solutions exceed the territorial jurisdictional limits of nation states in which
their effects are generated or occur. The rise of the business sector as a powerful global actor with a claim
to participation and potential contributions as well as adverse impacts sustainability complicates the
regulatory challenge. Recent decades’ efforts to govern transitions towards sustainability through public
or hybrid regulation display mixed records of support and results. In combination, these issues highlight
the need for insights on what conditions multi-stakeholder regulation for a process that balances
stakeholder power and delivers results perceived as legitimate by participants and broader society. This
book responds to that need. Based on empirical experience on public-private regulation of global
sustainability concerns and theoretical perspectives on transnational regulation, the book proposes a new
theory on collaborative regulation. This theory sets out a procedural approach for multi-stakeholder
regulation of global sustainability issues in a global legal and political order to provide for legitimacy of
process and results. It takes account of the claims to participation of the private sector as well as civil
society organisations and the need to balance power disparities.
The Politics of Resource Extraction-S. Sawyer 2012-02-14 International institutions (United Nations,
World Bank) and multinational companies have voiced concern over the adverse impact of resource
extraction activities on the livelihood of indigenous communities. This volume examines mega resource
extraction projects in Australia, Bolivia, Canada, Chad, Cameroon, India, Nigeria, Peru, the Philippines.
Discourse on Rights in India-Bijayalaxmi Nanda 2018-09-03 This book is a compelling examination of the
theoretical discourse on rights and its relationship with ideas, institutions and practices in the Indian
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context. By engaging with the crucial categories of class, caste, gender, region and religion, it draws
attention to the contradictions and contestations in the arena of rights and entitlements. The essays by
eminent experts provide deep and nuanced insights on the intersecting issues and concerns of individual
and group identities as well as their connection with the State along with its multifarious institutions and
practices. The volume not only engages with the dilemmas emerging out of the rights discourse, but also
sets out to recognize the significance of a shared commitment to a rights-based framework towards the
promotion of justice and democracy in society. The book will be useful to academics, social scientists,
researchers and policymakers. It will be of special interest to teachers and students in the fields of
politics, development studies, philosophy, ethics, sociology, gender/women’s studies and social
movements.
Contestations and Accommodations-Suraj Bhan Bhardwaj 2016-07-26 Contestations and Accommodations
charts the social, economic, and political history of the Mewat region of north India from the 13th to the
early 18th centuries. Denting the conventional image of communities in medieval India as self-sufficient,
changeless, and autonomous entities, it takes up the case of the Meos of Mewat to argue that these
communities have regularly undergone profound socio-economic changes, which are an integral part of
their histories. The volume offers a historically nuanced perspective of the evolution of the identity of
Meos. Delineating Mewats ecology and its impact on the economy, it lays bare the process of community
formation among the Meos in the wake of their peasantization and Islamicization. Exploring the contours
of this transformation in the larger backdrop of the establishment of a centralized state under the
Sultanate and the Mughal rule, this work also throws light on the emergence of a new class of zamindars,
namely the Rajputs and the Jats, at the cost of the old landed elites, namely the Khanzadas and the Meosa
phenomenon that generated significant agrarian turmoil in the rural society at large.
Sexualities-Nivedita Menon 2007 While sexual violence is an area that is well mapped by feminist
scholarship, this volume focuses on transgresive and marginalised sexualities. It brings together writings
on India that highlight the transgression of norms-of heterosexuality. Of geminist and mascline behaviour,
of recognisably gendered bodies-that declare ungovermed desire to be illegitinate. Sexualities also
includes a selection of campaign documents from diverse sexuality movements in the country.
Dutch and English East India Companies-Adam Clulow 2019-09-30 The Dutch and English East India
Companies were formidable organisations that were gifted with expansive powers that allowed them to
conduct diplomacy, raise armies and seize territorial possessions. But they did not move into an empty
arena in which they were free to deploy these powers without resistance. Early modern Asia stood at the
center of the global economy and was home to powerful states and sprawling commercial networks. The
companies may have been global enterprises but they operated in a globalised region in which they
encountered a range of formidable competitors who frequently outmaneuvered or outfought their
representatives. This groundbreaking collection of essays explores the place of the Dutch and English East
India Companies in Asia and the nature of their interactions with Asian rulers, officials, merchants,
soldiers, and brokers. With contributions from the most innovative historians in the field, this book
presents new ways to understand these organisations by focusing on their diplomatic, commercial, and
military interactions with Asia.
India's Human Security-Jason Miklian 2013-09-11 India's explosive economic growth and emerging power
status make it a key country of interest for policymakers, researchers and scholars within South Asia and
around the world. But while many of India's threats and conflicts are strategized and discussed extensively
within the confines of security studies, strategic studies and conventional international relations
perspectives, many less visible challenges are set to impact significantly on India's potential for economic
growth as well as the human security and livelihoods of hundreds of millions of Indian citizens. Drawing
on extensive research within India, this book looks at some of the ‘hidden risks’ that India faces, exploring
how a broadened scope of what constitutes ‘risk’ itself holds value for Indian security studies practitioners
and policymakers. It highlights several human security risks facing India, including the inability of the
world’s largest democracy to deal effectively with widespread poverty and health issues, resource
depletion and environmental mismanagement, pervasive corruption and institutionalized crime, communal
violence, a protracted Maoist insurgency, and deadlocked peace processes in the Northeast among others.
The book extracts common themes from these seemingly disparate problems, discussing what underlying
failures allow them to persist and why policymakers heavily securitize some political issues while ignoring
others. Providing an understanding of how several lesser-studied risks can pose potential or actual threats
to Indian society and its ‘emerging power’ growth narrative, this book is a useful contribution to South
Asian Studies, International Security Studies and Global Politics.
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The Meaning of the Local-Geert de Neve 2007-01-24 By zooming in on urban localities in India and by
unpacking the 'meaning of the local' for those who live in them, the ten papers in this volume redress a
recurrent asymmetry in contemporary debates about globalisation. In much literature, the global is
associated with transnationalism, dynamism and activity, and the local with static identities and history.
Focusing on a range of locales in India's metropolitan areas and provincial small towns, the contributions
move beyond the assertion that space is socially constructed to explore the ways in which social and
political relations are themselves spatially and historically contingent. Using detailed ethnography, the
authors highlight the vitality of place-making in the lives of urban dwellers and the centrality of a 'politics
of place' in the production of power, difference and inequality. The volume illustrates how urban spaces
are increasingly interconnected through wider social and spatial processes, while local boundaries and
group-based identities are at the same time reconstructed, and often even consolidated, through the use
of 'traditional' idioms and localised practices. All contributions relate detailed case studies of everyday
activities to a range of contemporary debates that highlight various spatial aspects of cultural identities,
economic restructuring and political processes in India. The volume provides an interdisciplinary
perspective on urban life in rapidly changing political and economic environments. It offers a contribution
to policy-orientated debates on urban livelihoods and urban planning as well as a wealth of ethnographic
material for those interested in the spatial dimensions of urban life in India.
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